
Final Report 

World Renewable Energy Congress – 11 

25-30 September, 2010 – Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Under the Patronage of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Ruler’s 
Representative in the Western Region Abu Dhabi and Chairman of Environment Agency – Abu 
Dhabi. The Congress was opened by H E Mr ��������� 	
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Benchikh - Head of Energy Programme, expressing his thanks to WREC in giving the 
opportunity to address the Congress and describing UNESCO commitment in promoting the 
use of renewable energy through the education media. 
Prior to the Congress, four events took place, UNESCO/ISESCO/WREN special meeting of 
20 GCC representatives of renewable energy and some US and Europe experts met on 24 
September to discuss the establishment of “Renewable Energy Centres of Excellence in each 
of the GCC states”. After long discussion it was agreed to form a smaller committee which 



met on 25 September and prepared a report which will be available in mid-October outlining 
the steps and initiation of one or two centres in some of the GCC Countries, see the figure 
below. This was attended by representative from UNESCO, UAE, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and selected experts from UK, USA and Germany.  

 
GCC and Experts meeting to establish  
Centre of Excellence in R E  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Another event was the meeting of 10 Editors of “Comprehensive Renewable Energy”, 
Chaired by Prof Sayigh and Elsevier representative�met and finalized the contributors. 
 

 

 Volume Editors of Comprehensive Renewable Energy with Elsevier Team and Prof Sayigh  
 
On Monday Evening, WREN/Elsevier gave special dinner to 36 Renewable Energy Reviewers as part 
of appreciation to their hard work during the year, see picture below 

                                    
 
 
R E Editors’ Dinner 
Hosted by Elsevier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Event three, WREN council meeting was held in the morning where 4-presentations of 2011 regional 
conferences were carried out: World Renewable Energy Congress – Sweden will be in May 2011; 
World Renewable Energy Congress – Indonesia will be in October 2011, World Renewable Energy 
Congress – China again in October 2011 and World Renewable Energy Congress – Oman will be in 
December 2011, this was postponed to December 2012..  
 

 
 

Dr Herman Ibrahim – Indonesia   Professor Baizhan Li – China 

 
 
Professor Abood Al-Sawafi – Oman  Professor Bahram Moshfegh - Sweden 
 
Final event was the Poverty Reduction and Gender workshop which run all day on 25 September. 

 
 
 
 
Energy and 
Gender 
Workshop 
organized by Dr 
Barbara Farhar 
 
 
 



The Congress accommodated 400 presentations, some plenary presentation while others were in 10 
parallel technical sessions. The topics were: Biomass, Fuel Cells; Solar Thermal, Photovoltaic 
Technology, Wind Energy, Low Energy Architecture, Marine and Tidal Power, Geothermal 
Applications, Poverty reduction and Gender, Solar Radiation and materials,  
 
On Monday and Tuesday, the EU run their successful workshop at the Congress. 
 
On the evening of Tuesday 27, the GALA Dinner took place which was attended by 350 participants 
and many awards and acknowledgments were presented to Pioneers, Institutions, and individuals. 
 
One of the important activity at the Congress is that of the Green Building Competition for final year 
architectural students in the GCC universities. Ten projected were short listed and three of them were 
chosen and their prices were presented to them at the Gala dinner. 
 
There were 693 participants from 95 countries at WREC-11. 
 
WREN/WREC is grateful to all the sponsors: Among the sponsors are: National Energy and Water 
Research Centre – Abu Dhabi (NEWRC) – Platinum Sponsor and the Centre of Waste Management – 
Abu Dhabi – Gold Sponsor. ISESCO, University of Warwick, Wind-direct, and Swift-Hook & 
Associates.  
 

We are very grateful to H E Mr Majid Al-Mansouri, Dr Ahmed Bashir, Dr Mahmoud Abdul 
Raheam, Ms Manisha Pillai and the rest of Abu Dhabi Environment Agency Staff whom their 
continue work and support made the Congress enjoyable and rewarding. 

Our thanks to all the speakers and participants who travelled long distances to be with us. 

Some of the recommendations out of this Congress are: 

1- To speed up the formation of centers of excellence in Renewable Energy. 

2- To held workshops, seminars and conferences in the region once every 2-3 years to 
benefit from international cooperation and networking. 

3- To explore various important Environmental topics to secure training and adoption of 
renewable energy policy, green building legislation and sustainability. 

4- Involve the existing establishments like Environment Agency, NEWRC, IRENA, 
MASDAR, Universities and others interested in Renewable Energy in the region to 
coordinate and networking with WREN for the public education and the reduction of carbone 
dioxide in adopting cleaner transport, green building technology and energy conservation in 
the region. 

WREC / Ali Sayigh Trophy awarded to GERMANY 
at the World Renewable Energy Congress XI in Abu Dhabi, UAE 
 
On the 28th of September 2010 the WREC / Ali Sayigh Trophy was awarded for the third 
time. After Cyprus in 2006 and Brazil in 2008, in this year the trophy went to the Federal 
Republic of Germany. The trophy was presented at the World Renewable Energy Congress 
XI in Abu Dhabi, UAE to Acting Ambassador Frank Neumann, who received the award on 



behalf of Dr. Norbert Röttgen, the Federal Environment Minister of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. The trophy was presented in a special ceremony by Prof. Ali Sayigh, chairman of 
WREC. 
The WREC / Ali Sayigh Trophy is awarded every two years at the World Renewable Energy 
Congress to the country that has added most renewable energy to its portfolio in the two years 
preceding the WREC conference. The decision of the evaluation committee was announced 
by its chairman, Prof. Thorsteinn I. Sigfusson, Director General of The Innovation Center 
Iceland. The committee based its results on data from a number of sources such as the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) as well as official figures of the countries evaluated. 
Germany increased the proportion of renewables in its energy portfolio from 9.3% in 2008 to 
10.1 % in 2009. This increase of about 10% was mostly due to an increased contribution of 
solar and wind energy to the overall energy mix. In Germany the investment in renewable 
energy infrastructures increased from 14.8 billion Euros in 2008 to 17.7 billion Euros in 2009 
which again underlines the fact that Germany has been doing extremely well in this field. 
Prof Ali Sayigh (right) handing over the WREC / Ali Sayigh trophy to Mr Frank Neumann of the 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany (left) and at the presence of Prof Thorsteinn I. 
Sigfusson 

 

Some personalities attending the Congress: 

His Excellency Dr Baker H Khoshaim, 
Member of the Shura – Saudi Arabia, With 
Prof Ali Hamzeh from Syria and Prof 
George Hanna Bassili,  

 



Dr Sanaz Ghazi and Professor- Iran 

 

Prof Abu Bakr Bahaj, Prof Mohsen 
Aboulnaga,  
Prof Helmut Muller and Prof  Kristic 
   
Dr Shadia J Ikhmayies – Jordan taking  

       To Mr Bruno Schmitt from EU 
 
                                                                                                   

   
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prof & Mrs Swift-Hook talking to H E Mr Mansouri 
Host Chairman of WREC -XI  
 
 
Mrs Sayigh with Ms Manisha Pillai & Dr Naveen  
Hamza 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Among the honoured Pioneers were: 
Dr Gouri Datta - India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof Philip Eames – UK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof David Elliott – UK 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Henk De Beijer 

 

 

 

 

Dr Falah Hasoon- USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H E Dr Hilal Al-Hinai- Oman 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr David Renne- USA 

 


